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 Our research program seeks to address 
major questions for nursing as part of con-

temporary health systems. We are concerned 
with finding out how Nursing care makes 

the difference, the ways that nurses develop 
professionally and the vision of their work. 

The impact of establishing new roles and the 
factors that enable change and innovation in 
health care practice are important themes of 

the programme.

ICN-Accredited Centre for Information Systems Research and 
Development in Portugal operates within the mission and goals of the 

Nursing College of Porto (ESEP), in directly collaboration with the 
School Research Unit (UNIESEP). 



Our research programme has three streams: 

 International Classification for Nursing Practice - ICNP®

 Nursing Information Systems Development

 Nursing education

In ICNP® domain, our research is guided for cultural validation of the 
nursing classification, the increase of the clinical application of ICNP® and 
the dissemination of the terminology.

Concerning Nursing Information Systems, we are focused in concep-
tual development of the systems, using ICNP® latest version as 
part of an integrated Electronic Health Record to improve the 
quality and continuity of patient care.

In Nursing education, the main focus is the standardized terminol-
ogies, the use of ICNP® in academic curricula and the development of 
post-graduation and continuing education programs.

The major goals of the Portuguese Centre for the next years are:

 To develop nursing information systems using ICNP® as part 
of an integrated Electronic Health Record to improve the quality and 
continuity of patient care (2010 – 2014).

 To develop catalogues using ICNP®, for improvement of the nurs-
ing care quality, in the dimensions of “self-control”, “management of 
therapeutic regimen”, “long-term care”, “self-care dependency” and re-
lated “family member caregiver role” (2010-2014).

 Using e-learning as a resource for the dissemination and use of 
ICNP® (since 2011).

 To develop Post-Graduation courses in Nursing Information 
Systems:

 Master program in Nursing Information Systems – program devel-
oped during 3 semesters - 90 ECTS (since 2011); 

 Post-Graduation Course in Nursing Information Systems – pro-
gram developed during a semester - 30 ECTS (since 2009).

 To develop a data clinical model based on archetypes in the 
nursing domain:

 An approach to determine a middleware to manage archetypes 
between ontologies and templates in nursing information systems 
(since 2013).


